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The Friends were fAshiningodo I|ike
Diamonds Gala held November 16, 2013 at the Chase Park

Plaza.
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Guests were moved by the emotional story given by the mother
and father of Zoe, a 12 year old girl diagnosed with cancer who
received a liver transplant at age 13. Zoe is now cancer free ,
and deep thanks were expressed t o
donor family, and to Dr. Betsy Tuttle and the SLU transplant ’
team!
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THANK YOU to Sponsors, Guests, Volunteers and our Planning
Committee who helped raise over $300,000 for Friends of the
Saint Louis University Liver
research at the SLULC and spread awareness of liver disease!
The doctors and researchers continue with their quest to find
better treatments to improve not only the quality of life for
patients affected with liver disease, but hopefully one day lead
to a cure!
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CONGRATULATIONS TO DR. JOHN TAVIS
2013 NAOMI JUDD AWAR D WINNER

Dr. Tavis is a professor at the Saint Louis University School of Medicine in the dept. of
Molecular Microbiology and Immunology. He earned his Ph.D. at Pennsylvania State
University in 1990. His laboratory research focuses on Hepatitis B virus (HBV) and
Hepaititis C virus (HCV).

HBV and HCV are major causes of liver disease, including liver cancer, and together
they cause nearly two million deaths each year worldwide. Dr. Tavis and his research
staff are dedicated to finding a cure for the hepatitis B virus that would reduce liver
cancer worldwide. He is hopeful that their findings may lead to drugs which, in
combination with existing medications, could suppress the virus far enough to cure
patients.

Dr. Tavis is the recipient of several distinguished honors in the field of research and is
the author of many critical publications about viral hepatitis. He currently has several
active research grants from the National Institutes of Health. Dr. Tavis has received
two Saint Louis University Liver Center seed grants since 2005 and the support of
these seed grants led to the awards of four NIH grants in support of his ongoing

hepatitis research. Dr. Tavis states that Awithout the Liver Center
and Adrian Di Bi sceglieds clinical expertise,
these NIH awardso.

Dr. Tavis and his wife, Maureen Donlin, PhD, have worked together on many of his

research projects throughout the years. They are the proud parents of two sons,
Steven and William.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO CARTER FINNELL
2013 VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR

Volunteers are the backbone of the Friends organization and our
voice in the community! The Volunteer award is presented
each year to an individual who demonstrates support of the
Fri ends ntoraiseimoney taisupport the research efforts
of the SLULC for the treatment and cure of liver diseases, and
to promote understanding and awar e
The 2013 award was proudly presented to Carter Finnell at the
Diamonds Gala in November.

Carter Finnell is the Owner of Marco Polo Outfitters, a custom
gun shop located in Chesterfield, MO. It was a perfect teaming
when the Friends created the first shotgun sporting event called
Carter Finnell Shoot for a Cure in 2009.

Carter began with making a product donation to our auction, then lent his shotgun
sporting expertise to the event, and has increased his commitment each and every year.
What started as a product donation has developed in to recruiting sponsors, volunteers
and both individual and corporate teams. Carter has been a driving force on our
Planning Committee the last 4 years, which helped lead us to our first ever, sold out
event in 2013!

Carter brings his positive attitude and strong, energetic work ethic to our Planning
Committee and we are most grateful for all he contributes!

The Friends of the Saint Louis University Liver Center extend our sincere
gratitude and appreciation to Carter for the support he has provided and
for the Friend he has become!

How Can You Help the Friends of SLULC?
Be a Sponsor - Be a Volunteer

Whether you are interested in becoming a sponsor or want to answer phones, stuff envelopes or serve (

n €

N a

planning committee, we have volunteer opportunities available. You may volunteer as an individual or Qring

group of friends. Please complete and fax this form te53B43654 or mail to the Friends office.
A representative will contact you soon!

|:| Yes, | am interested in learning more about sponsorship opportunities! Please contact me with more inforn

|:| Yes, | am interested in volunteering! Please contact me with more information.

atior

Name Home Phone Work Phone
Address Cell Phone Email
City, State, Zip Best way to reach you
\Times you are available to volunteer: //
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The Search Is On for a Hepatitis B Drug,
Thanks to A Million Dollars in NIH Grants to SLU

Scientists Will Scour Drug Libraries for One to Do the Trick

Two grants from the National Institutes of Health will allow Saint
Louis University researchers to build on breakthroughs in under-
standing the hepatitis B virus and begin the search for a drug to
cure i not just halti the illness.

Last year, John Tavis, Ph.D., professor of molecular microbiology -
and immunology at SLU published research demonstrating a way | -
to measure and then block a previously unstudied enzyme, | j{
RNAseH, to stop the virus from replicating. Armed with that

knowledge, Tavis now has the early data and funding to begin the
search for a drug that may help to cure patients with hepatitis B.

-~

Current hepatitis B drugs can treat but not cure the infection for
most people. Because the majority of liver cancer cases worldwide
are caused by hepatitis B virus, a cure would dramatically cut liver

cancer rates. John Tavis, Ph.D.

The assay Tavis found in |last yearos repé‘(’jféséorrOf H'ecufal_rén'cr?b'ﬂ'oéy me
researchers to gage the RNAseH enzymeos2dgayqogyptey ¢ s
a drug will bl ock the enzymeds function, and thereforg¢g

they perfect this measuring tool, they cannot efficiently look for drug candidates to eliminate the hepatitis B virus.
Tavis describes the next stage of the r es e aenginbertherassaydos 1

be faster and of a better quality, o0 Tavis says. Ther ¢
forward.

iFirst, the current assay is too slow,0 Tavis said. daft
fast enough to | ook for new ebasadgaioactiSeoassaywtocadastér and easier #ores- il t
cent format. ANext, the enzyme is currently at | ow c¢n
in terms of quantity and purity.o

Once researchers have completed meticulous optimizing of both the enzyme and the assay, they will be ready for a

small pilot test to screen drug candidates from known drug libraries. At this point, they will hand the work over to robots,
which will screen tens of thousands of potential drug candidates.

iTo get the assay ready for the robots, we have to know
detect what is a hit. Thatodéds what this process is abouyt

Additional work funded from a second grant will involve screening for active enzyme from as many hepatitis B virus

genotypes as possible. There are eight known genotypes of the hepatitis B virus, each further apart genetically than a
person is from a mouse. Researchers will aim to find dr
possible.

Tavis will partner with Marvin Meyers, Ph.D. director of medicinal chemistryatSL U6 s Center f or Wojr l
Medicine (CWHM) and David Griggs, Ph.D., director of biology at the CWHM.

The CWHM is dedicated to the devel opment of medicines|t
populations. The center consists of a multidisciplinary team of former pharmaceutical company scientists with extensive
translational research experience. They have the skills to discover and develop small molecule drugs, and they are
experienced in advancing such agents into clinical trials.

I nitial research funding for TRwvé si6demwod kK ReSBlaDded Ru md,
Center, and the Friends of the Saint Louis University Liver Center which allowed him to gather enough data to publish
initial findings and attract NIH funding.

Established in 1836, Saint Louis University School of Medicine has the distinction of awarding the first medical degree
west of the Mississippi River. The school educates physicians and biomedical scientists, conducts medical research,
and provides health care on a local, national and international level. Research at the school seeks new cures and
treatments in five key areas: cancer, liver disease, heart/lung disease, aging and brain disease, and infectious disease.

\ Written by Carrie Bebermeyer
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