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Dr. Randall is new to the Saint Louis University      
Hospital transplant team, leading surgical efforts for 
liver and kidney transplantation, hepatobiliary surgery, 
and general surgery on transplant patients. He  
provides pre- and post-operative care for patients with 
organ failure, awaiting transplantation, including    
critical care in the intensive care unit.  

 

Prior to Saint Louis University, Dr. Randall held     
academic appointments at the University of MO-
Kansas City, the Baylor Regional Transplant       
Institute, the University of Texas-Southwestern and 
the University of Louisville. His experience includes directing abdominal        
transplantation at Saint Luke’s Hospital of Kansas City and the pediatric liver 
transplant program at Children’s Medical Center in Dallas, serving as chief of 
liver transplantation and hepatobiliary surgery at the University of Louisville, and 
serving as a clinical instructor for the liver and renal transplant program at the 
University of California at San Francisco. 
 

He is a member of several professional societies, including the American       
College of Surgeons (ACS), the American Medical Association (AMA), the  
American Society of Clinical Oncology (ASCO), the American Society of      
Transplantation (AST), and the American Society of Transplant Surgeons 
(ASTS). 
 

Throughout his career, Dr. Randall has lectured nationally and internationally,  
co-authored countless other chapters, abstracts and books.  

Henry B. Randall, MD, FACS 
Chief of Adult & Pediatric Transplant Surgery 

 Saint Louis University  

 

The 13th annual Diamonds Gala - MISSION POSSIBLE  

November 7th at Westborough Country Club 
 

We invite you to put on your favorite  “spyware” 
and join us for the Diamonds Gala, which begins at 

5:30 pm with a general reception and  
auction item viewing, followed by dinner,  
awards presentation, and live auction. 

 
To register or for information, visit 

www.friendsoftheslulc.org 

Or call the Friends office at 314-576-3078. 
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Leisa Duff 

Executive Director 

Friends of the Saint Louis  

University Liver Center 

lduff@friendsoftheslulc.org 

 

Lou Ann Biermann, RN, MSN 

Administrative Manager,  

The Saint Louis University              

Liver Center 

liverctr@slu.edu 

 

Henry B. Randall, MD, FACS, joins 
Saint Louis University Transplant Team 
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Whether you are interested in becoming a sponsor or want to answer phones, stuff envelopes or serve on a      

planning committee, we have volunteer opportunities available.  You may volunteer as an individual or bring a 

group of friends.  Please complete and fax this form to 314-576-3654 or mail to the Friends office.  

A representative will contact you soon! 
 

 Yes, I am interested in learning more about sponsorship opportunities!  Please contact me with more information. 
 

 

 Yes, I am interested in volunteering!  Please contact me with more information. 
 

Name __________________________________________  Home Phone ____________________ Work Phone _________________ 

Address_________________________________________  Cell Phone ____________________  Email _______________________ 

City, State, Zip  ________________________________________________  Best way to reach you  __________________________              

Times you are available to volunteer:  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

        

Volunteers are the backbone of the Friends of the SLULC! 

Volunteers are the backbone of the Friends organization and our voice in the 

community!   The Volunteer award is presented each year to an individual who 

demonstrates support of the Friends mission “to raise money to support the   

research efforts of the SLULC for the treatment and cure of liver diseases, and to 

promote understanding and awareness of liver disease”.  The 2014 award was 

proudly presented to Joe Reinberg at the Diamonds Gala.  
 

Joe Reinberg graduated from the University of Missouri-Columbia in 2005 with  a 

bachelor’s degree in Finance and went on to earn his MBA from the Olin School 

of Business at Washington University.  After earning his degree, Joe   became 

the President & CEO of Incentive Concepts.  Joe has been in the  Friends net-

work since our inception. 
 

Joe is dedicated to the mission of the Friends that was initiated in 2002 by his   

father, Jeffery Reinberg and a few friends.  Joe was the first person to be asked 

and  accepted a role in building the Young Friends Board of Directors, which he 

currently serves as the President.  Joe takes an   active role in raising money for liver research, has been 

part of the Diamonds Planning Committee since 2011, and has played a role in nearly every Friend’s fund-

raising event, including Shoot for a Cure and the 80’s Prom.  He also serves as a Director on the Friends of 

SLU Liver Center Board of Directors.   
 

Joe brings a positive attitude to every volunteer role he serves, has been generous with his time and  

treasures, and is dedicated to carrying forward the mission of the Friends to raise money for research of 

liver disease at the SLU Liver Center, which is near and dear to his heart.   
 

The Friends of the Saint Louis University Liver Center extend our sincere gratitude and 

appreciation to Joe for the support he has provided and the Friend he has become! 

 CONGRATULATIONS TO JOE REINBERG 
2014 VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR 

Joe Reinberg 

    How Can You Help the Friends of SLULC?  
               Be a Sponsor - Be a Volunteer 
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NIH-funded research led by SLU professor Brent Neuschwander-Tetri, M.D., and published in The 

Lancet, has cheered physicians and patients by finding that an ex-
perimental drug improves liver health for people suffering from 

nonalcoholic steatohepatitis (NASH), also known as fatty liver dis-

ease, which currently has no approved treatments. 

Dr. Neuschwander-Tetri , who serves as director of the division of 
gastroenterology and hepatology at SLU and is a SLUCare physi-

cian, says the trial represents an important advance in the search 

for treatments of NASH. 

Over time, the accumulating liver fat that characterizes NASH leads to liver damage and affects 
liver function. Cases of NASH have been growing in tandem with the obesity epidemic and it is now 

the third most common reason for liver transplantation. 

In the FLINT study, people with NASH who took obeticholic acid (OCA) showed decreased liver cell 
damage, inflammation and fat in the liver and also a drop in weight compared to those who       

received a placebo. Researchers found that 45 percent of those who were given OCA showed     
Improved liver health versus 21 percent of those in the placebo group. Side effects of OCA        

appeared to be itching and increased cholesterol levels. 

Larger studies will be conducted to learn more about OCA’s efficacy and safety. Read more about 

this research in the NIH press release, found here: http://www.nih.gov/news/health/nov2014/

Dr. Mark Schnitzler is an Associate Professor in the Departments of Internal Medi-
cine in the School of Medicine and Community Health in the School of Public Health 

at Saint Louis University. He earned his Ph.D. from Washington University in 1996.  
His laboratory research focuses on: transplant, economic policy, and outcomes 
analysis. 
 

Dr. Schnitzler has served as Principal Investigator on more than 20 research        

projects funded by the  National Institutes of Health and others organizations and 
he has been a co-investigator on numerous additional projects. He has published 
over 60 articles,   reports, and papers, primarily on health policy in solid organ 

transplantation, in journals such as the New England Journal of Medicine, the      
Journal of the American Society of Nephrology, the American Journal of Transplan-
tation, Transplantation and others. He is an active member of the American              

Society of Transplantation (AST), serving as a  member of its Public Policy                
Committee, AST’s lobbying arm, and has turned much of his current research effort toward supporting 
the needs of this organization. 
 

Specific research topics in his current agenda include the cost effectiveness of government sponsored 
immunosuppressive drug coverage extensions to uninsured  transplant recipients, the impact of loss of 

health coverage on survival in pediatric transplant recipients, the societal benefits of organ donation, 
and optimizing clinical strategies for the long term care of the transplant recipient. The central objective  

     of his research is to alleviate the organ shortage, which is a serious public health problem.  

Dr. Mark Schnitzler 

SLU Doc Finds First Possible Treatment for Fatty Liver Disease 

The Lancet Shares Results of the FLINT Trial      Written by Carrie Bebermeyer for Health Canal, November 2014 

Brent Neuschwander-Tetri, M.D.    

 CONGRATULATIONS TO DR. MARK SCHNITZLER 
2014 NAOMI JUDD AWARD RECIPIENT 

http://internalmed.slu.edu/gi/
http://www.slu.edu/slucare.xml
http://www.nih.gov/news/health/nov2014/niddk-07.htm
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Dr. Mark SchnitlzerDr. Mark Schnitlzer  

Joe ReinbergJoe Reinberg  

The Derque FamlyThe Derque Famly  

Young FriendsYoung Friends  

Dr. DiBisceglie & Kim GranaDr. DiBisceglie & Kim Grana  

Dr. Jeff & Jennifer TeckmanDr. Jeff & Jennifer Teckman  

Sean Cullen, Paul Azzara,                        Sean Cullen, Paul Azzara,                        

Anne Leners, & Richard MuellerAnne Leners, & Richard Mueller  

Dr. Bacon’s Pig RaceDr. Bacon’s Pig Race  

Alla, Lynn and RobinAlla, Lynn and Robin  

GI ResearchGI Research  Dr. Brent & Paivi TetriDr. Brent & Paivi Tetri  

and Friendsand Friends  

Jack Boeve,  John Straub,Jack Boeve,  John Straub,  

Lawanda HallLawanda Hall  

Mary Ann & Mike GeorgeMary Ann & Mike George  

Express Scripts Team Members 

The Kienstra FamilyThe Kienstra Family  

The Morris FamilyThe Morris Family  

Lindenwood Shotgun Sports Team Members 

Aero Charter Team Members 

Dr. Bruce Bacon 

Randy & Muriel Zimring 



 

 

The Young Friends of the SLU Liver Center hosted the 2015 Unbelieva-BOWL on 

Saturday, May 9th at Saratoga Lanes in Maplewood.  Over 100 supporters came out 

to partake in the festivities – bowling, pool, and a raffle with incredible prizes – 

helping to raise over $10,000 toward the organization’s mission.  With wonderful 

food donated by Dulany’s Grille & Pub and Imo’s and beer donated by Anheuser-

Busch, everyone went home happy. The night would not have been  possible   

without these generous Sponsors: 
 

Incentive Concepts     Dulany’s Grille & Pub        Imo’s                    Anheuser-Busch 
Beau Reinberg            David’s in Clayton            Sweet Boutique    Five Star Burger 
Sauce on the Side      Vincent Van Doughnuts    Wheelhouse        Staples Promotional Products 
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Shoot for a Cure    
 

Thank you for supporting the 7th annual Shoot for a Cure held on May 2nd.  It was a 

beautiful day at Strathalbyn Farms Club with 20 corporate teams and over 130 guests 

in attendance.  Guest participation with the sporting clays, raffle and auctions, helped 

raise over $80,000 to support research at the SLU Liver Center and promote  

understanding and awareness of liver disease. 
 

Special Thanks to the 2015 Planning Committee members, the Young Friends of SLU 

Liver Center, and Lindenwood Shotgun Sports team for your volunteer spirit!  

Special Thanks to the show of support from Express Scripts employees who joined  

us—an incredible show of team support! 
 

We thank all our Team members, Guests and Sponsors for joining us again this year! 

Lewis Rice LLC Team 1st Friends Team 

The Friends enjoyed a lively evening at the 12th annual Diamonds Gala “Carnival at 

the Coronado”, held November 15, 2014 at the Coronado Ballroom. 
 

Guests were treated to an “upscale” Carnival atmosphere, complete with Bean Bag 

toss, Balloon Pops, Dessert Spin, Wine Ring Toss, a Duck Pond, and even a            

Dr. Bacon Pig race!  Excellent prizes were won by guests showing their skills!  
 

THANK YOU Sponsors, Guests, Volunteers and Planning 

Committee who helped raise over $300,000 for the 

Friends mission.   
 

The doctors and researchers continue their quest to find 

better treatments and cures that will improve the quality 

of life for patients affected with liver disease.  

Foam Supplies Team 
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New combination of drugs could decrease side effects,  
increase cure rate 
 

ST. LOUIS - After the success of a new drug treatment in adults with hepatitis C          

infection, a Saint Louis University pediatric researcher is testing the safety and    

efficacy of the medications in children. 
 

Part of a multi-center clinical study, SLU is the only center in the region that will        

examine a combination of two drugs - Sofosbuvir and Ribavirin - in children        

between ages 3 and 17. The aim of the study is to cure the infection with few side 

effects. 

 

The current approach to treat the hepatitis C infection is with interferon shots      

combined with Ribavirin, a therapy that takes about six to 12 months and also 

causes many side effects including, flu-like symptoms and depression. 

 

"Many times patients would be on the traditional medication but quit within a year. 

It's a very difficult treatment, with a cure rate of 50 percent," said Jeffrey Teckman, 

M.D., professor of pediatrics and principal investigator of the study at SLU. "The 

new study will consist of all oral medication. That would mean no shots or flu-like 

side effects, and also much shorter course of treatment." 
 

The medication has shown 90 to 100 percent cure rate in adults and Teckman hopes to see the same results in  

children. His main aim is to test if the side effects would be as low in children as they were in adults, and to see  

if children need extra time for the drugs to work. 
 

For this study, the team will test Sofosbuvir, a new drug, and Ribavirin, which is used in the treatment with  

interferon. Teckman said the new medication could cause lesser side effects, like already seen in adults. 
 

"I think this treatment is a real game changer," said Teckman, who is also a SLUCare pediatric gastroenterologist 

at SSM Cardinal Glennon Children's Medical Center. "The previous treatments were arduous. People would often 

start the treatment, but eventually drop out. This new therapy is a revolution that affects people around the world."  

Teckman believes, unlike studies for adults, research for children is lagging behind.  "A lot of times studies for 

children don't get approved. The exciting part with our study is that the medication has already been tested in 

adults, and we are moving rapidly to test in children," he said. 
 

Hepatitis C is a viral disease that leads to inflammation of the liver. The CDC says about 3.2 million people in the 

United States are affected by the hepatitis C infection, out of which Teckman believes 5 percent are children. 
 

"Hepatitis C takes a long time to damage the body, but eventually it can be fatal.  It's important to cure people," 

Teckman said. 
 

For more information or to enroll in the study,  

contact Jennifer Light at 314-268-2700 ext 6145  

or lightjk@slu.edu. 

SLU Researcher to Study New Hepatitis C Medication in Children 

Jeffrey Teckman, M.D. 
Professor of Pediatrics at  

SLU and principal investigator                  
of this study.  

“1 in 60 people have Hepatitis C and nearly 2/3 of those  
DO NOT KNOW they have it” 

 

SLU Liver Center physicians and researchers share what’s happening 
in the fight against liver disease and why it’s important 

to CURE LIVER DISEASE NOW!   
 

Hear their story on YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/ and  
search Friends of Saint Louis University Liver Center 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yrewsr0oKmw
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Taking Immunosuppressives, Anti-Cancer Drugs May Reactivate Hep B 
 

Adrian Di Bisceglie, M.D. (Internal Medicine) was quoted in stories about 
his research finding that chemotherapy or immunosuppressive treatment 
can reactivate hepatitis B in people who have previously had the infection 
on Infection Control Today, MedicalXpress, eCancer News, Science 
Newsline and News-Medical Net.   

Individuals previously infected with the hepatitis B virus (HBV) who receive      

chemotherapy or immunosuppressive treatment may be at risk of reactivating the 

disease according to a summary of report from the Emerging Trends Conference, 

“Reactivation of Hepatitis B,” and published in Hepatology, a journal of the  

American Association for the Study of Liver Diseases. Reactivation of HBV can be 

fatal and the study authors suggest routine screening of HBV in all patients prior to 

the start of treatment with immunosuppressives or anti-cancer drugs. 
 

HBV is transmitted by contact with body fluids, such as blood, from an infected 

individual, causing acute or chronic disease that attacks the liver. While vaccination 

helps to control the spread of HBV, medical evidence estimates that up to 10       

percent of the global population is infected with chronic HBV. In the U.S. nearly 

3,000 acute cases of HBV were reported to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) in 2012. 
 

The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued a Drug Safety Communication in September 2013 that read, 

“Boxed warning and new recommendations to decrease risk of hepatitis B reactivation with the immune-

suppressing and anti-cancer drugs Arzerra (ofatumumab) and Rituxan (rituximab).” Ofatumumab and           

rituximab are monoclonal antibody therapy medications that target the protein CD20, which is found on      

immune system B cells. These anti-CD20 drugs are used to treat autoimmune diseases, leukemia, lymphoma 

and transplant rejection. 
 

“While the FDA urged clinicians to screen patients for HBV prior to starting treatments with ofatumumab and 

rituximab to prevent the reoccurrence of the virus, this may be just the tip of the iceberg,” says lead author   

Dr. Adrian Di Bisceglie with Saint Louis University School of Medicine in Missouri. 
 

To detect HBV infection, doctors are looking for the hepatitis B surface antigen (HBsAg) circulating in         

patients’ blood. Antibodies to the hepatitis B core antigen develop in all patients and remains after the HBsAg 

clearance, indicating a potential for reactivation of the disease. HBV reactivation can be severe  causing acute 

liver failure and even death, with one prior study reporting a 25 percent mortal rate. 

After a systematic literature review, researchers identified 504 studies pertaining to reactivation of HBV. 

While it remains unclear how HBV reactivation occurs, experts believe a loss of immune control over viral 

replication may trigger the process. 
 

Reactivation of HBV may occur with chemotherapy, organ and tissue transplantation, High dose                    

corticosteroids, and biologicals targeting tumor necrosis factor-alpha (TNF-α), Anti-TNF medications are used 

in treating rheumatic diseases, such as rheumatoid arthritis, digestive conditions that include Crohn’s and    

colitis, and dermatologic conditions, such as psoriasis. 

 
Wiley. "Taking immunosuppressives, anti-cancer drugs may reactivate hepatitis B." Science-

Daily. ScienceDaily, 5 February 2015.  

Adrian Di Bisceglie, M.D. 
Professor of Internal Medicine 

Saint Louis University 

http://www.infectioncontroltoday.com/news/2015/02/taking-immunosuppressives-anticancer-drugs-may-reactivate-hepatitis-b.aspx
http://medicalxpress.com/news/2015-02-immunosuppressives-anti-cancer-drugs-reactivate-hepatitis.html
http://ecancer.org/news/6956-taking-immunosuppressives-or-anti-cancer-drugs-may-reactivate-hepatitis-b.php
http://www.sciencenewsline.com/articles/2015020523100098.html
http://www.sciencenewsline.com/articles/2015020523100098.html
http://www.news-medical.net/news/20150206/Chemotherapy-or-immunosuppressive-treatment-may-reactivate-HBV.aspx
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In Lab Research, SLU Team Halts NASH Liver Damage 

Drug Stops Fatty Liver Disease from Causing               
Inflammation, Scarring 
 

ST. LOUIS — Doctors believe that up to 30 percent of the 

U.S. population may have fat accumulation in the liver, 

known as non-alcoholic fatty liver disease (NAFLD), that 

can lead to a range of damaging health consequences. 

In a study published in Molecular Metabolism, Saint Louis 

University researchers have tested in an animal model a         

promising drug candidate that stopped fatty liver disease 

from  

progressing to the stage that causes severe liver damage. In 

some people, fat in the liver is simply a warning sign. In 

others, however, fatty liver disease will develop with  

inflammation and cirrhosis (scarring). This form of fatty 

liver disease is called NASH (nonalcoholic steatohepatitis), 

and can lead to liver cancer or liver failure, requiring a 

transplant.  

Currently, there are no approved treatments for NASH, 

though some early stage clinical trials have shown promise. 

Thomas Burris, Ph.D., chair of pharmacological and  

physiological science at Saint Louis University, led a team 

of researchers in developing and testing a drug that         

suppresses lipogenesis, a key characteristic of NASH, in 

hopes of stopping its progression. 

“We focused on a receptor that regulates fat synthesis and 

transport,” said Burris. “The drug is liver specific, so it gets 

to the liver, stays there and reduces the liver’s ability to      

produce fat.” 

The research team used a special high trans-fat, high  fruc-

tose diet designed by Brent A. Neuschwander-Tetri, M.D, 

director of gastroenterology and hepatology at SLU, to 

mimic in an animal model the liver disease people           

develop.  Then, the mice were treated with the drug that 

Burris developed: SR9238, a liver-specific LXR inverse 

agonist.  “We weren’t sure if this would slow down the 

whole process of NASH,” 

Burris said. “But, it really 

does shut it down. It stops 

the scarring and damage.” 
 

Since NASH in people is 

caused by many factors in 

addition to the types of food 

SLU scientists are searching for fatty liver disease therapies. 
Pictured in the lab are Brent A. Neuschwander-Tetri, M.D., 
Thomas Burris, Ph.D., Kristine Griffett, Ph.D., Ryan D. Welch, 
Colin A. Flaveny, Ph.D.,and Grant R. Kolar, Ph.D.  

that people eat, the researchers were encouraged by 

these results. Burris hopes the findings may lead to 

more treatment options for this increasingly         

prevalent illness. As with all laboratory research, 

this drug will need to be tested in clinical trials to          

determine its safety and effectiveness in people  

before it can be considered as a therapy for NASH. 

Other researchers on the study include Kristine 

Griffett, Ph.D., Ryan D. Welch, Colin A. Flaveny, 

Ph.D., Grant R. Kolar, Ph.D., and   Brent A. 

Neuschwander-Tetri, M.D. 
 

 

 

Established in 1836, Saint Louis University School 

of Medicine has the distinction of awarding the first 

medical degree west of the Mississippi River. The 

school educates physicians and biomedical          

scientists, conducts medical research, and provides 

health care on a local, national and international 

level. Research at the school seeks new cures and 

treatments in five key areas: cancer, liver disease, 

heart/lung disease, aging and brain disease, and  

infectious diseases. 

 

http://www.molmetab.com/article/S2212-8778(15)00022-8/abstract?rss=yes
http://www.slu.edu/rel-nash-treatment-research-1212
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Saint Louis University Liver Center  

Seed Research Grant Program 

SLU Liver Center Research Seed Grants support novel research aims of their investigators. Seed grants are 
expected to yield data that the applicant will use as the basis for an extramural grant application. These        
directed research grants were established to provide funding to Liver Center investigators while they work       
toward developing their projects, gathering preliminary data allowing them to submit NIH grant applications and 
publish their results. The 29 grants that have been awarded since 2005 total $805,432 and additionally $60,300 
of research equipment and laboratory supplies were purchased for a grand total of $865,732.  
These seed grant funds generated NIH, VA and foundation awards totaling over $13 million  

 
To Date – Return on Investment (ROI) for all SLULC grants awarded since 2005 is 16.1.  

 

More than 600 original papers, chapters, reviews and editorials have been published by Liver Center members 
in the past 10 years. 
 

Congratulations to the following six Liver Center investigators  
who received $25,000 Research Seed Grants in the past year!  

 
Adam Gehring, PhD - SLULC Seed Grant  
Dept of Molecular microbiology and Immunology 

The Immunological Profile of the Normal Human Liver 
 

Mustafa Nazzal, MD - SLULC Seed Grant 
SLU Center for Abdominal Transplant Surgery   

The Impact of Different Types of Liver Targeted Therapies for Hepatocellular Carcinoma                                                   
on Post Liver Transplant Recurrence and Mortality 

 

Xiaofeng Fan, MD, PhD - SLULC Seed Grant 
Division of Gastroenterology & Hepatology 

Liquid Biopsy I Hepatocellular Carcinoma 
  

Ranjit Ray, PhD - SLULC Seed Grant  
Division of Infectious Diseases & Immunology 

Enhancement of hepatitis C virus envelope glycoprotein vaccine response by regulating T-helper cell function 
 

Dorota Skowyra, PhD - SLULC Seed Grant 
Dept of Biochemistry & Molecular Biology 

The proteasome load tolerance in alpha 1 antitrypsin deficiency 
 

Ajay Jain, MD - SLULC Seed Grant 
Dept of Pediatric Gastorenterology, Hepatology and Nutrition 

Role of Glucagon Like Peptides (GLPs) in Total Parenteral Nutrition 

 
 
  

 

 

  

Adam Gehring, PhD Mustafa Nazzal, MD  Xiaofeng Fan, MD, PhD Ranjit Ray, PhD Dorota Skowyra, PhD Ajay Jain, MD 

FALL 2014 AWARDEES WINTER 2015 AWARDEES 

http://livercenter.slu.edu/index.php?page=mark-a-schnitzler-phd
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Want to learn more about Abbi, 

Kate and Zoe’s story?  

You can find it on 

www.Youtube.com —then search 

Friends of the  

Saint Louis University Liver Center 
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David Keske was the framer and initiator of Foam Supplies, Incorporated and went on to 

grow the company as the premier systems house in the U.S. with worldwide reach and  

International holdings. He was a pioneer and patented several revolutionary products for 

the Polyurethane Industry. He was an entrepreneur, professional musician, woodworker, 

hunter-outdoorsman, model train enthusiast, and philanthropist. 
 

An enthusiast “friend” of Friends of the Saint Louis University Liver Center”, Dave was 

often a participant at Shoot for a Cure.  David’s son, Todd Keske, is a member of the 

Friends Board of Directors and has served as Host for Shoot for a Cure since 2013.   
 

David touched many lives all over the world, and his unforgettable personality is already missed.  We offer our 

deepest sympathy to his wife of 44 years – Karen Ann Keske, and to his family.  

David George Keske  

1943-2015 

Jeff was one of the founding members of the Friends of the St. Louis University Liver  

Center with Dr. Bruce Bacon, and served on the Friends board for many years. Jeff is     

remembered for his generosity, wit and charm. 
 

His degree from Washington University served him well at Maritz Travel Co., where he 

traveled the world and rose to become Vice President in all phases of Travel Operations.  

At Maritz Inc. he was Senior Vice President of Operations, before returning to Maritz 

Travel Company as President & CEO. In 2001, Jeff was named one of the 25 Most         

Influential Executives by Business Travel News for his leadership and strategic vision in the travel industry. 

After leaving Maritz, Jeff became owner, President and Chairman of the Board of Incentive Concepts, LLC,    

a premium merchandise supplier to the Incentive Industry. 
 

Jeff loved life and will be missed by all those who knew and loved him.  His son, Joe Reinberg, serves as the 

President of the Young Friends of the Saint Louis University Liver Center, and also holds a position on the 

Friends board. We are grateful to Cheryl Reinberg and his family for sharing Jeffery and his talents with us.  

Jeffrey D. Reinberg 

1948-2015 

Robert A. Thomas 

1946-2015 

Bob was born December 1, 1946 in West Chester, PA. Upon graduating from Penn State 

University in 1968, Bob joined the Marine Corps where he flew HMH-53 helicopters.    

After his honorable military service, an engineering opportunity brought Bob to St. Louis 

but his love of flying and entrepreneurial spirit provided impetus to cofound Aero Charter. 

The company started with a single aircraft and, under his leadership, grew to become one 

of the largest charter operations in Missouri. Beyond the cockpit, Bob was an ardent      

reveler, avid hunter, and devoted family-man. He lived each day with passion and integrity 

that will make him sorely missed but never forgotten. 
 

Bob was an active Friends of SLULC Board member, a Planning Committee member of Shoot for a Cure and  

supporter of the Friends mission to raise money for the research of liver disease.   

http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/penn-state-university/?personid=174189750&affiliateID=1441
http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/penn-state-university/?personid=174189750&affiliateID=1441


 

 

Friends of the Saint Louis University Liver Center 

Leisa Duff, Executive Director 

14323 So. Outer 40, Suite 200M 

Phone 314-576-3078 

Fax 314-576-3654 

Website:  http//friendsoftheslulc.org 

Saint Louis University Liver Center 

3635 Vista at Grand 

St. Louis, MO 63110-0250 

Phone: 314-577-8764 

Fax:  314-577-8125 

Website:  http//livercenter.slu.edu 

 

 

 

 

 

13th Annual Diamonds Gala  

November 7, 2015 

 

October  Liver Awareness Month 

 

November 7, 2015  13th Annual Diamonds Gala  

being held at the Westborough Country Club in St 

Louis, MO. 

 

November 13-17, 2015  AASLD Liver Meeting in San 

Francisco where 9,500 hepatologists and health   

professional gather to exchange the latest liver     

disease research.   

 

For information on Friends events visit: 

www.friendsoftheslulc.org 
 

Interested in learning  
about PBC? 

The Mission of the PBC Alliance is to Care for the needs of 

PBC patients by Advocating for new technology and  

treatment, funding Research, and to provide Education for 

PBC patients, medical  professionals and the community. 

Call Joan  
for information  
(417) 249-0340 

Special Thanks to             
our newsletter sponsor! 


