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Congratulations to Bruce R. Bacon, MD, MACG for becoming a Master of the 
American College of Gastroenterology. Masters of the American College of     
Gastroenterology are recognized for their stature and achievement in clinical 
gastroenterology and because of their contribution to the College in service, 
leadership, and education.  

Guests arrived in their finest country wear with colorful bandanas, 
vests, hats and boots and were greeted by cowboy volunteers at the 
14th Annual “Diamonds Gala ” 
on Saturday, October 19th at the Hilton St. Louis Frontenac.  
 

Pat McGonigle, Co-Anchor of KSDK’s “Today in St. Louis”, served as our 
"Partner" Emcee.  Opening remarks by Mr. Vic Perini, Chairman of the 
Board and Dr. Bruce Bacon reminded guests how important the       
research of the SLULC is, and although we celebrate a cure for Hep C, 
there are many other areas of liver disease which still needs research 
for the management of the disease and ultimately a cure.  There are 
many, many people still awaiting cures for other "lesser known" liver 
diseases.  Dr. Ajay Jain gave an introduction of Biliary Atresia and intro-
duced presenting speaker, Jennifer Bourisaw and family members   
Terry, Camden and Josi Bourisaw. Jennifer shared how biliary atresia 
devastated their family and how her daughter Josi, age 4, is doing after 
receiving a liver transplant just before Christmas last year.   
 

A live auction followed the Bourisaw story, a wonderful three course 
dinner was served and awards presented.  Dr. Brent Tetri received the 
“Naomi Judd Award” for his contributions in research and treatment of 
patients with liver disease and Cheryll Pinder received the Volunteer of 
the Year award for her dedicated volunteer service over the past years. 
 

The Gala raised over $384,000 in corporate and donor support.  The 
“Diamonds Gala” is the Friends of SLU Liver Center’s annual major 
fundraiser, which supports the research efforts of the world-renowned 
Saint Louis University Liver Center for the treatment and cure of liver 
diseases, and promotes understanding and awareness of liver disease.  
All  money raised stays in the St. Louis  area to perform life-saving research which helps patients 
with liver disease nationwide. 

Dr. Bruce Bacon  Receiving his award 
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 CONGRATULATIONS TO DR. BRENT TETRI 
2016 NAOMI JUDD AWARD RECIPIENT 

 
Dr Brent Tetri is a medical graduate of Yale University, who then completed his internal 
medicine residency at the University of Wisconsin in Madison before going on to do a    
fellowship in Gastroenterology and Hepatology and the University of California at             
San Francisco.  He came straight from that fellowship to become a junior faculty member 
at Saint Louis University in 1990 and has risen through the ranks from assistant to associ-
ate and now full professor with tenure.  Dr Tetri took over from Dr Bruce Bacon as Director 
of the Division of Gastroenterology and Hepatology at SLU in 2010.  
 

Dr Tetri’s interest in liver disease was nurtured at UCSF under the tutelage of many of the 
greatest researchers in liver disease as that institution has always been a powerhouse of 
hepatology and the home base for a number of presidents of the American Association for 
the Study of Liver Diseases.  Some of his early research papers were related to mechanisms 
of liver damage and then he turned his attention to looking at how this liver damage led to 
scarring or fibrosis in the liver. 

 

His encyclopedic knowledge of how the liver works and its role in metabolism led him natu-
rally to study non-alcoholic fatty liver disease – an emerging serious health problem that now affects more than 1 in 5 
Americans.  In some individuals fatty liver disease can cause progressive liver damage and scarring of the liver,         
ultimately resulting in cirrhosis and even liver cancer and it is rapidly taking over from hepatitis C as one of the major 
diseases dealt with by liver specialists. 
 

Dr Tetri has played an important leadership role in a small and select group of researchers funded by the NIH to study 
fatty liver disease – the NASH Clinical Research Network.  Over the course of the last decade, they have come up with 
now-standard definitions of the disease, and they continue to follow a large number of patients recruited from SLU 
and other centers around the country to determine the outcomes of having fatty liver disease.  In the midst of doing 
this, these researchers have begun to find new ways of treating fatty liver disease and Dr Tetri has made SLU into a 
national center of excellence trying to discover treatments for this potentially fatal disease.  In addition to his research 
excellence, Dr Tetri is an outstanding and compassionate physician who provides excellent care for many patients with 
liver disease inside and outside of the hospital. 
 

Last but not least, it is important to emphasize his leadership of the Division of Gastroenterology and Hepatology.  
Taking over from someone like Dr Bacon was not an easy thing to do, but he managed it with grace and determina-
tion.  In that leadership role, he is often called upon to find the best uses for the funds raised by Friends of the Saint 
Louis University Liver Center, so I think that will make this award even more meaningful to him.   
Congratulations Dr. Tetri! 

 CONGRATULATIONS TO CHERYLL PINDER 
2016 VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR 

When serendipity steps in, it can be a delightful surprise.  The Friends surprise showed up 

as Cheryll Pinder!  She was working in the building that is home to the Friends office when 

she met Leisa one day in the lunch room.  Cheryll was interested in helping Friends of the 

SLU Liver Center and first volunteered for the 2014 Diamonds Gala.   

At last year’s gala, Cheryll brought the raffle ticket sales to an all-time high and motivated 

her fellow raffle volunteers!  Cheryll has a cheerful spirit and is a joy to work with.  This 

year she joined the Diamonds Planning Committee and was the Leader 

in the Raffle Booth area. 

Friends of the Saint Louis University Liver Center extend our sincere      

gratitude and appreciation to Cheryll for the support she has provided 

and the Friend she has become! 
         Cheryll Pinder 

Brent Tetri, MD 
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SAYING FAREWELL TO GOOD FRIENDS 

Whether you are interested in becoming a sponsor or want to answer phones, stuff envelopes or serve on a      

planning committee, we have volunteer opportunities available.  You may volunteer as an individual or bring a 

group of friends.  Please complete and fax this form to 314-576-3654 or mail to the Friends office.  

A representative will contact you soon! 
 

  Yes, I am interested in learning more about sponsorship opportunities!  Please contact me with more information. 
 

 

  Yes, I am interested in volunteering!  Please contact me with more information. 
 

Name __________________________________________  Home Phone ____________________ Work Phone _________________ 

Address_________________________________________  Cell Phone ____________________  Email _______________________  

City, State, Zip  ________________________________________________  Best way to reach you  __________________________              

Times you are available to volunteer:  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

        

Volunteers are the backbone of the Friends of the SLULC! 

    How Can You Help the Friends of SLULC?  
               Be a Sponsor - Be a Volunteer 

After many years of outstanding service both Leisa Duff and      
Christine Melton will be leaving the Friends organization. 
 

Leisa Duff has served as Executive Director for Friends of SLU Liver 
Center Executive Director for the past eleven  years and we owe 
her our deepest gratitude.  Leisa has worn a number of hats in her 
time with the Friends and has been responsible for a number of 
programs and 24 fundraising events helping to raise over $2.8    
million for research at the Saint Louis University Liver Center.  Leisa 
will be joining another St. Louis based charitable organization in  
December, 2016.   
 

Happy Retirement to Christine Melton who served as Event Coordi-
nator for Friends of SLU Liver Center for the past six years.           
Christine contributed her administrative skills to many daily tasks at 
the Friends office and her artistic skills to Friends events.  Christine’s 
smile will surely be missed, but you can still see her around town promoting “Purely by Heart” her           
custom line of greeting cards.   
 

Please join our Board of Directors in thanking Leisa and Christine for their many years of teamwork and 
service to Friends of the Saint Louis University Liver Center, and wishing them luck with their future         
endeavors.  “They leave behind some large shoes to fill, but I am confident in our resiliency as an         
organization and continue to see a bright future for our ability to support the research at the Saint           
Louis University Liver Center.” said Vic Perini, Chairman of the Board of Directors. 

Leisa Duff and Christine Melton 
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Josi, Age 4 
Biliary Atresia, Liver Transplant 

 

Donations at every level are greatly appreciated!  Supporting Friends of the SLU Liver Center 
with your donation can be one of the most impactful ways to help CURE liver disease. 
 
 

Donate online: www.friendsoftheslulc.org  
 

Mail:  Friends of the SLU Liver Center, 14323 South Outer 40, Suite 200M,  
Chesterfield, MO 63017 

The Bourisaw’s 
Josi, Jennifer, Terry and Camden 
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Friends of the Saint Louis University Liver Center 

Leisa Duff, Executive Director 

14323 So. Outer 40, Suite 200M 

Phone 314-576-3078 

Fax 314-576-3654 

Website:  http//friendsoftheslulc.org 

Saint Louis University Liver Center 

3635 Vista at Grand 

St. Louis, MO 63110-0250 

Phone: 314-577-8764 

Fax:  314-577-8125 

Website:  http//livercenter.slu.edu 

 

April 15, 2017 Shoot for a Cure, Strathalbyn Farms 

Club, Weldon Spring, MO 

 
 

 

 
 

For information on Friends events: 

p: 314-576-3078 

www.friendsoftheslulc.org 
 

 

 

Interested in learning about PBC? 
The Mission of the PBC Alliance is to Care for the needs of 

PBC patients by Advocating for new technology and  

treatment, funding Research, and to provide Education for 

PBC patients, medical  professionals and the community. 

Call Joan  
for information  
(417) 249-0340 
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Special Thanks to our newsletter Sponsor 


